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condemnation and our praise. Barbara took 
advantage of this forced lull by turning to biog-
raphy. Her book on the life of the novelist 
Jacequeline Susann was made into a tele-
vision movie starring Michele Lee. 

Cited by the Library of Congress as the au-
thor who raised sexism in health care as a 
worldwide issue, Barbara Seaman is a co- 
founder of the Women’s Health Network, a 
non-profit organization devoted to giving 
women a greater voice in the health care sys-
tem. In addition to the works cited above, Bar-
bara is the author of For Women Only: Your 
Guide to Health Empowerment, Free and Fe-
male and Women and the Crisis in Sex Hor-
mones. Her most recent book, published in 
2003, is The Greatest Experiment Ever Per-
formed on Women: Exploding the Estrogen 
Myth, which presaged recent studies that 
proved that estrogen was doing more harm 
than good for menopausal women. 

I continue to be in awe of Barbara Sea-
man’s contributions to the public good. A na-
tive of Brooklyn and currently an Upper West 
Sider, Barbara’s life and accomplishments are 
a reflection of the strength and vitality of New 
York City itself. 

I would like to join Barbara’s friends and 
family in marking this special occasion; I trust 
that she will be surrounded by the warmth of 
happy memories, good cheer and loving 
friendships. Mr. Speaker, I request that my 
colleagues join me in paying tribute to Barbara 
Seaman, a friend to all Americans and a force 
for women’s health. 
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Mr. HIGGINS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and salute the Msgr. P. Adamski Polish 
Saturday School in Cheektowaga, NY, which 
will celebrate its 50th Anniversary on Satur-
day, October 15. The school was founded 
thanks to the commitment of people belonging 
to the Polish Teachers Federation and the 
Polish Veterans Union. They were deeply con-
vinced that only an educational institution 
which provides instruction in the Polish lan-
guage, history and culture could keep their 
identity alive. 

Classes were held for the first time on Octo-
ber 1, 1955 at the Polish Union House. From 
the very beginning, the school was extremely 
successful and six weeks after opening, it 
moved to the premises of St. Stanislaus Par-
ish, where it stayed for more than 40 years. 
Since 1996, the site of the school has been lo-
cated at the parish of St. John Gualbert in 
Cheektowaga. 

Since its creation many people: parents, 
chaplains and teachers, put much effort to 
make the Polish Saturday School a well-func-
tioning educational institution. Its authorities 
have always tried to provide high quality 
teachers and staff and a positive learning en-
vironment for its students. 

Today the school consists of 86 students 
and 10 teachers. Its main goals are to teach 
the language and culture of Poland, and to 

help people both young and old reconnect 
with the Polish tradition of their parents and 
grandparents. In order to better achieve these 
aims, the school runs kindergarten for children 
beginning at 4-years-old and provides classes 
for adults in learning the Polish language and 
history. The Polish Saturday School is an ac-
credited institution and its students complete 
their education with an examination, which 
gives them three Regents credits honored by 
every public high school in the NY state. 

The Director of the school is Mrs. Mira 
Szramel, and all organizational issues belong 
to the Parents’ Board and its Chairman, 
Krzysztof Sokolowski. The school, a nonprofit 
institution, is financed thanks to the small tui-
tion fees from parents and the donations from 
various Polonia organizations and individuals. 
Invaluable help comes from the Chaplain of 
the school, Father Tadeusz Bocianowski and 
Parochial Vicar, Father David Bialkowski. 

The 50th Anniversary, also called the Gold-
en Jubilee, is a wonderful occasion for paying 
tribute to those who throughout these past 
years created the school community and 
taught young people the Polish language, cul-
ture and tradition. Their hard work and devo-
tion will never be forgotten by Polonia. From 
its foundation, the Polish Saturday School was 
focused on teaching children but also served 
the local Polish community. During the past 50 
years, the school has built a strong presence 
among Polish-Americans in Buffalo. Students 
have always actively and willingly participated 
in the life of Polonia, preparing national and 
religious celebrations. They and their parents 
are proud of their Polish roots, cultivate their 
tradition and thus enrich the great diversity of 
American culture. 

The 50th Anniversary celebrations on Satur-
day, October 15, will consist of two main 
events. There will be an artistic program pre-
pared by students of the school, as well as 
short speeches by invited guests. The official 
program will be followed by dinner and a 
dance with music played by ‘Polanie’. On Sun-
day, October 16 there will be a special Mass 
at St. Stanislaus Church, celebrated by Bishop 
Edward Grosz and by the Chaplain of the Pol-
ish Saturday School—Father Tadeusz 
Bocianowski. These celebrations will be an im-
portant event not only in the history of the 
school, but also in the history of Polonia in 
Western New York. 
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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, as a subscriber of National Review since 
high school I know personally its historic im-
pact on American culture providing for con-
servatism to be the respected political philos-
ophy of today. 

Despite withering assaults, the majority 
achievement of conservatism today is largely 
due to the courageous intellect of William F. 
Buckley, Jr. 

I am grateful to be identified as a National 
Review Republican. On October 8th, The 
Washington Times’ lead editorial chronicled its 
significance: 

NATIONAL REVIEW AT 50 
National Review met the world on Nov. 18, 

1955, on an upbeat note. ‘‘There is, we like to 
think, solid reason for rejoicing:’’ began 
founder and longtime editor William F. 
Buckley Jr., which was just a little odd. No 
one, liberals and conservatives alike, could 
quite understand Mr. Buckley’s enthusiasm. 
Surely, with America’s destiny in the com-
petent hands of social planners and inter-
national bureaucrats, conservatism was 
dead. What, then, is the point of a conserv-
ative journal, especially one greeting the 
world with a wink and a smile? Mr. Buckley 
appeared to concede the point, admitting ‘‘it 
seems altogether possible that did National 
Review not exist, no one would have in-
vented it. Nevertheless,’’ he added, in what 
would become the right’s rallying cry, Na-
tional Review ‘‘stands athwart history, 
yelling Stop, at a time when no one is in-
clined to do so, or to have much patience 
with those who so urge it.’’ And with that 
the standard was raised, the battle joined, 
and the rest, as they say, is history. 

This week in Washington, National Review 
celebrated its 50th anniversary. Once more 
there is, we’re sure Mr. Buckley still thinks, 
solid reason for rejoicing. The world has 
changed: Communism, not conservatism, is 
dead or dying; the social planners, not the 
capitalists, have retreated to the univer-
sities; and America (not the international 
bureaucracies) has spread freedom through-
out the globe. Of course, more needs to be 
done. But 50 years ago, few conservatives 
would have predicted the country could ever 
get this far. ‘‘It is idle,’’ Whittaker Cham-
bers wrote to his friend, Mr. Buckley, in 1961, 
‘‘to talk about preventing the wreck of West-
ern civilization. It is already a wreck from 
within.’’ Even if Chambers’ prognosis was a 
bit too shrouded in doom, it was still a lone-
ly time to be a conservative. With its 
trademarked irreverence and schoolyard 
sense of mischief, National Review ‘‘crashed 
through,’’ as Mr. Buckley put it, to break 
the dangerous lock liberals had taken for 
granted and offer the ‘‘non-licensed non-
conformists’’ (i.e. conservatives) a place to 
call home. 

So to say that National Review had some-
thing of a monopoly on the conservative au-
dience is true, since there was simply noth-
ing else. It also diminishes the peculiar chal-
lenge Mr. Buckley and his staff faced—name-
ly, just what was conservatism? On Thurs-
day, President Bush lunched with Mr. Buck-
ley and others to mark the occasion, during 
which he described this three-ring conserv-
ative circus: ‘‘[Mr. Buckley] had voices that 
included ex-communists who knew better 
than most the threat posed to America by 
the Soviet Union. He had voices such as free 
marketers who knew that markets could de-
liver better results than bureaucracies. He 
had voices from traditionalists who under-
stood that a government of and by and for 
the people could not stand unless it stood on 
moral grounds.’’ 

By combining these [still] feuding factions 
into a political philosophy with mass appeal, 
National Review worked to remake the Re-
publican Party. To do this, as well as to 
purge the extremists, it made poking fun at 
liberals almost a sideshow. 

With 50 years behind it, how has National 
Review done? Columnist and former NR edi-
tor George Will called it ‘‘the most con-
sequential journal of opinion ever,’’ which is 
no overstatement. On the Internet, in multi-
million-dollar institutes and in Washington, 
conservative ideas are ubiquitous. They 
brought Ronald Reagan to the White House, 
who in turn brought down the Evil Empire. 
It is as true today as it was in the dark days 
of 1955 that one’s conservative journey usu-
ally begins with National Review. May it re-
main so for another 50 years. 
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